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A BRIEF HISTORIC VIEW 
OF THE 


PROGRESS OF THE GOSPEL. 
Continued from p. 100. 


CENTURY xVI. 


This great event was the Ref- 
ormation from the errors and su- 
perstitions of the Romish Church, 
which commenced in Saxony, by 
the magnanimous exertions of the 
justly celebrated Martin Luther, 
and which forms the most promi- 
nent features in the history of the 
sixteenth century. Europe at this 
time, with very few exceptions, 
was converted to the public pro- 
lession of Christianity, though 
scarcely any thing short of the ru- 
in Which had overwhelmed the 
Eastern Church could be more de- 
plorable than the state of the West- 
ern, at the commencement of this 
period. The thick darkness which 
bad gradually overspread it, was 
veginning to be dispelled, by the 
revival of literature and philoso- 
phy during the preceding Century ; 
but atthe glorious era of the Ref- 
ormation, the pure light of moral 
and religious truth shone forth 
with renovated lustre, and produ- 
ced the most important effects on 
the general state of Europe. The 
profession of Christianity, which 
now pervaded almost every part 
of that quarter of the world, ne- 
cessarily precluded any further 


propagation of it, and restrained 
its European History to that of 
the contests between the Reformers 
and the Church of Rome. 

For the extension, therefore, of 


the pale of the visible Church du- 


ring this century, we must chiefly 
look to the newly discovered re- 
gions of America. The Spaniards 
and Portuguese, if we may give 
credit to their historians, exerted 
themselves with the utmost vigour 
and success in propagating the 
Gospel amongst the barbarous na- 
tions of the new world. It cannot, 
indeed, be disputed, that they com- 
municated some faint and imper- 
fect knowledge of Christianity to 
the inhabitants of America, to 
those parts of Africa to which they 
carried their invading arms, and 
to the islands and maritime prov- 
inces of Asia, which they subjected 
to their dominion.. It is certain, 
also, that considerable numbers of 
these unhappy people, who had 
hitherto been enslaved by the most 
abject superstition, apparently em- 
braced the religion of Christ. 
But, when it is considered, that 
these nominal conversions were 
obtained by the most violent and 
crucl methods, and that their ac- 
quaintance with Christianity con- 
sisted only of a blind veneration 
for their instructors, and the per- 
formance of a few unmeaning cer- 
emonies, we are tempted, with 
some of the most pious and intelli- 
gent even of their own writers, 
rather to lament that the 4rospel 
should ever have been thus propa- 
gated ; and to regard both the la- 
bours of these false apostles, and 
their converts, with a mixture of 
indignation and pity. 

The progress of the Reforma- 
tion having given an effectual 
check to the ambition of the Ro- 
man Pontiffs, and even deprived 
them of a great part of their spir- 
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sual dominion in Europe they be- 
san to direct their 

her quarters of the world ;-and 
io adomnily themselves for these 
lasses, they became more solicitous 
wuan they had ever yet been to 
propagate Christianity in Pagan 
countries. In.the execution of this 
design, the renowned society of 
suits, Which was established by 
‘natius Loyola in the vear 1540, 
seemed parti: ‘ularly calculated to 
assist the Court of Rome. A cer- 
tain proportion of their order, who 
were to be at the absolute disposal 
at wi Roman Ponti, were accor- 
ding! *, from its- conmnencement, 
direc ted to be formed for tie work 
uf propagating Christianity a- 
mongst unenlightened nations. 
txreat maumbers of this important 
society were in consequence cem- 
ployed in the conversion of the 
African, American, and Indan 
ifeathens. But both the credit 
amd the real success of their ta- 
hours were lessened and obscured 
by the corrupt motives which. too 
evidently appeare ‘dd to actuate these 
“zealous. missionarics, and by the 
unchristian means which they a- 
dlopted toe accomplish their pur- 
pase. 

‘Fhe example of the Jesuits ex- 
cited. the emulation of the Domin- 
icans and Franciscans, and of sev- 
eral other r eligious orders; but it 
may be justly doubted, whether 
the a a of pure and undefiled 
Christianity were not rather in- 
jured than promoted by. their la- 
bours. 

Amongst the members ofthe so- 
ciety of Jesuits who were thus en- 
gaged in the propagation of the 
Gospel, Francis Xavier who acqui- 
red the honsurable title of the 4- 
posile of the Indians, obtained the 
inost distinguished reputation. In 
the year 1522, this great man, who 
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possessed many of the requisites 
of a successful missionary, set sail 
for the Portuguese Settlements jy 
India ; and in a short tine spread 
the knowledge of Christianity as 
it is professed by the Church of 
Rome, in many parts of the con. 
tinent, and in several of the jis). 
ands,.of that remote region. From, 
thence in the year 1529, he passed 
into Japan, and there laid, with 
incredible activity, the foundations 
uf the Church, which flouristied 
during so many years in that is}- 
and its dependencies. His inde. 
fatigable zeal prompted him to at- 
tempt the conversion of the vast 
empire of China; and, with this 
intention, he embarked for that 
country, but died in sight of th 
object of his voyage, in the yea 
1552, After his deat! other nem. 
bers of his-order penetrated - 
China. ‘The chief of these was 
Matthew Ricci, an Ttalian. wie 
rendered himself so acceptable 
the Chinese Emperor and his no- 
bles by his mathematical knowl- 
edge, .that he obtained. for himsel) 
and his. associates the liberty 
explaining tio the people the doc 
trines of the Gospel. Ricci may 
therefore be considered as tly 
founder of the Christian Church, 
which, notwithstanding the vicis- 
situdes if has undergone, still sub 
sists. in China.* 

The dominions of the Protest 
ant Princes being confined within 
the limits of Europe, the Churches 
under their protection contribute 


but little towards the propagation, 


ofthe Gospel in these distant re- 
gions: which have been just meu 
tioned. It is certain, yen 
that im the year 1556, fourtee: 


protestant Missionaries were sent 


from Geneva toconvert the Amer 


*Seco Barrow’s Travels ia China: 
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icans 3 although it is neither known 
by whom this design was promo- 
ted, nor with what. success it was 
attended. ‘The English also who, 
towards the close of this century, 
sent colonies into the northern 
arts of America, gradually exten- 
ded their religion amongst that 
rude and ancivilised people. It 
may be added, that about this time 
the Swedes exerted themselves in 
converting to Christianity many 
of the inhabitants of Finland and 
Lapland, of whom considerable 
numbers had hitherto retained the 
extravagant superstitions of their 
Pagan Ancestors. 
CENTURY XVII. 

The vigoreus attempts which 
were made during this century to 
rightly the grandeur of the Papal 
See by the propagation of Chris- 
danita - in distant nations, were 
renewed during the next, and were 
attended witii considerable success. 
In the year 162%, Gregory the Fif- 
teenth, by the advice ” of his con- 
fessor Narni, founded at Rome the 
celebrated College «* De propagan- 
da fide,” and endowed it with am- 
ple revenues. The College consist- 
ed of 18 cardinals, 2 priests, and 
1 secretary, and was designed to 
propagate and maintain tlie reli- 
sien of the Church of Rome in 
every quarter of the globe. ‘The 
funds of this society were so 
greatly augmented by the munifi- 
cence of Urban the Eighth, and 
the liberality of other benefactors, 
that it became adequate to the 
most splendid and extensive under- 
takings. The objects to which its 
attention was directed, were the 
support of missionaries in various 
parts of the world; the publica- 
tion of books to facilitate the study 
of foreign languages ; the transla- 
tion of the Scriptures, and other pi- 
ous writings, into various tongues ; 
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the establishment of seminaries for 
the education of young men des 
tined tu act as missionaries ; the 
erection of houses for the reception 
of young Pagans yearly sent to 
Rome, who on their return to their 
native countries, were to becontc 
the instructors of their unenlight- 
ed brethren; and the support of 
charitable institutions for the relief 
of those who might suffer on ac- 
count of their zeal in the service 
of the Church of Rome. Such 
were the arduous and complicated 
schemes of this celebrated College. 
To this, however, another of a 
similar kind was added in the year 
i627 by Pope Urban the Eighth, 
which owed its origin to the piety 
and munificence of John Baptist 
Viles, a Spanish Nobleman. The 
same spirit of pious beneficence 
was communicated to France a- 
bout the year 1063, and produced 
several other establishines<s of this 
nature ; particularly the «« Congre- 
gation of priests of foreign Mis- 
sions,”? and the *« Parisian Semin- 
ary for the Missions abroad ;’ the 
one for the actuai sending forth of 
missonaries, the other for the ed- 
ucation of fit persons for that im- 
portant work. A third society in 
France was denominated, * the 
Congregetion of the holy Sacra 
ment,” and was under the direc - 
tion of the pope, amd the College 
De propaganda at Rome. 

From these various institutions, 
a great number of missionaries 
were sent forth during the seven 
teenth century to different parts of 
the world, who converted multi- 
tudes to the outward profession of 
Christianity, and subjection to the 
Church of Rome. The religious 
orders who chiefly distinguished 
themselves in these missions were 
the Jesuits, the Dominicans, the 
Frawciscans, and the Capuchins 
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who though engaged in one great 
common design, mutually opposed 
and accused caeh other. Of these 
ihe Jesuits were justly considered 
aS having employed the most un- 
warrantable methods in the prop- 
agation of Christianity.* They 
were accustomed to explain the 
doctrines of Paganism in such a 
manner, as to soften and diminish, 
at least in appearance, their oppo- 
sition to the tratus of the Gospel ; 
aud wherever the taintest resem- 
blance could be 
tuci, they endeavoured to per- 
suude them disciples of the coinci- 
dence of the two religions. They 
permitied their proselytes, also to 
retain such of thelr ancient rites 
and customs as were not glaringly 
inconsisient with Christian wor- 
ship; and thus laboured to effect a 
coalition between Pagaxism and 
Christianity. "To these artifices, 
iiey added en unwearicd assiduty 
in coeciliating the favour and con- 
theence of the priests, and civil 
sovernors of the people, te whom 
ticy were sent, aud that by means 
Wholly unworthy of the Character 
of Chetstian Ambassadors to the 
heathen. dt should be mentioned, 
tu the honour of the other religious 
orders Who were engaged in simi- 
lav undertakings, tiat they uml 
formly disdained this worldly pol 
icy of the Jesuits; and wherever 
they went, preached the peculiar, 
exclusive, ant aunaccommodating 
doctrines of Christianity with A- 
postolic boldness and simpiicity. 
Ky the labours of these various 
missionaries, the knowledge of 
Christianity was disseminated, du- 


* A curious account of these corrupt 
practices ofthe Jesuits is contained in a 
letter of Mr. Maicrot, quoted by Miller ia 
his history of the propagation of Christian- 
ity, from a work eatitied, * Popery against 
Christianity, ? under (he signature of Par 
thenopanus Liereticus. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 


traced between 


Volk. | 


during this ceutury, through the 
greatest part of Asia. The Jes. 
uits and others communicated some 
rays of Divine Truth, though mix. 
ed with much error and supersti- 
tion, to those parts of India which 
had been possessed by the Portu. 
guese, previous to their expulsion 
by the Dutch. The most celebra. 
ted of the missions which were es. 
tablished in that remote region was 
that of Madura,which was underta- 
ken by Robert de Nobili, an Italian 
Jesuit. The plan which he adopt- 
ed for the conversion of the In- 
dians is a singular specimen of 
that worldly and temporizing pol- 
icy, which has so justly brought 
reproach on the misions of his so- 
ciety. He assumed the appear. 
ance of a Brahmin, who had come 
from afar distant country, and by 
his austerities, and other artifices, 
persuaded many native Brahmins 
to receive him as a member of 
their order, and ts submit to his 
instructions. By their influence 
and examete, great numbers of the 
peopk were induced to become his 
disciples, and the Mission contin- 
ued in a flourishing condition til! 
the year 17443; when, with others 
in the kingdoms of Carnate Mara- 
va, which the Jesuits had estab- 
lished, it was formally suppressed 
by Benedict the Fourteenth,* who 
expressed his disapprobation of the 
methods which they had practised 
for the conversion of the heathen. 

Christianity was, during this 
century, first conveyed to the 
kingdoms of Stam, Tonquin, and 
Cochin-China, by a mission of the 
Jesuits, under the direction of Al- 
exander of Rhodes, a native of 
Avignon ; whose instructions were 


* Fora full account of this famous mis- 
sion, of which the Jesuits particularly 
boast, see the ** Lettres Curieuses et Edif- 
iantes ecrites des Missions Etrangeres.”’ 
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received with uncommon docility 
by an immense number of the in- 
habitants of those countries. The 
mission continued to be successful 
in the kingdom of Siam till the 
year 1688, when the violent death 
of the king and his chief minister, 
who favoured it, obliged the mis- 
sionaries to return home. 
(To be continued. ) 
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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


ABDOOL MESSEE. 


In page 71, our readers will see a brief 
sketch of the Church Missionary Society, 
Drawn up, in 1813. In that year, a mis- 
sion was established at Agra, in India, 
of which 4bdool Messe, a converted Ma- 
hometan, was among the first fruiis. We 
now commence his interesting History 
and Journals. 


The subject of this memoir was 
born at Delhi. His original name 
was Shekh Salih. His father is 
considered a learned man, and 
gains a livelihood by teaching 
children. Shekh Salih was in- 
structed by his father, and made 
considerable proficiency both in 
the Persian and Arabic languages. 

When he was abeut twenty-one 
years of age (he is at present thir- 
ty-six,) he came with his father to 
Lukhnow, in quest of employment ; 
and, after some time, became 
Moonshee, first to an English mer- 
chant, and then to an officer in the 
East Inidia Company’s service. 
At this time Abdoel was so zeal- 
ous a Mussulman, that he induced 
a Hindoo servant of the above of- 
ficer to become a Mahometan. The 
aster finding some fault with him 
for his ofliciousnes, he was so of- 
fended as to leave his employ, and 
return to Lukhnow, with a deter- 
mination of having no more commu- 
nication with the British. After this 
le engaged ina variety of pursuits, 
and visited different parts of the 
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country, being always very atten- 
tive, and endeavouring te render 
others so, to the Mahometan ob- 
servances. 

At length after having been 
about a year in some situation un- 
der the Nabob of Lukhnow, he 
went into the Mahratta country, 
and engaged as a trooper in the 
service of Ibrahim Ali Khan, one 
of the chieftans of the Javudpore 
Rajah. It is to be observed that 
Indian soldiers of this description 
answer more to English yeoman- 
ry than dragoons. Each man finds 
his own horse and accoutrements, 
and is at liberty to leave the ser 
vice whenever he pleases. 

This step Abdool speaks of as 
the beginning of God’s mercy to 
him; for, while under the com- 
mand of Ibrahim Ali Khan, Meer 
Khan, another chiefian, at that 
time in the service of the same 
Rajah, was sent to murder Rao 
Scivac Sing, the rival of the Ja- 
vudpore Rajah. ‘This transaction 
is well known in India. Meer 
Khan swore on the Koran that he 
came to mediate a peace between 
his employer and the Rao, whom 
he no sooner decoyed into his tent, 
than, having gone ont on some 
pretence, he caused the cords of it 
to be cut, and ordered his attend- 
ants to stab the visitors involved 
in its folds. The ill-fated Rao 
cut his way through the folds of 
the tent with a dagger, and brave- 
ly defended himself “until ove rpow- 
ered by numbers: his head was 
severed from his body ; and, after 
being carried about in trinmmph, 
was sent to the Rajah. ‘The Sci 
vac Sing, Abdool relates, was a 
young man of very interesting ap- 
pearance ; and pity for his untime- 
ly death, with the horror excited 
by the sight of his head exposed 
as a spectacle, raised a feeling »¢ 
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disgust at the perfidy of mankind. 
Abdool had hitherto been a stran- 
ger to such treachery ; and con- 
sidering x, as he says, that he him- 
self was liable to be made the exe- 
cutioner of cqually inhuman mea- 
sures, he resolved on quitting the 
army, and earning his bread in 
some peaceful way, by any labour 
however dexvading, This deter- 
uunation he put in practice ; and. 
returning to Lukbnow, supported 
alinsel! by preparing green paint. 
At the end of about a year, Ab- 
dool went to Cawnpore to visit his 
father, at that time engaged as 
private tuter in the house of a rich 
native, Who lived in the premises 
mvext to thess of the Rev. Henry 
Maviyn. le here heard of Mr. 
‘lartyn’s preaching to the poor 
natives, Who assemblod on. tae 
fewn before his house on Sundays. 
tie determined to go, as he ex- 
pressed it, to sce the sport. Mr. 
Martyn was explaining the Com- 
niandments to the people, when 
~bdevol went to hear; and he was 
strack with the observations that 
were made, and considered them 
as both reasonable and excellent. 
fie had previously been perplexed 
sbout the contradictions maintain- 
ed by the different Mahometan 
sects, and this Caristian Instruct- 
er appeared to him wetter than any 
he had as yet received! Ee told 
his father what opinion he had 
formed. and begged him to get 
bine some employiwwent at Cawn- 
pore, Where be might bear more of 
these things. His father was ac- 
quainted with a friend of Sabat, 
who was then living with Mr. 
Martyn; and, through this friend, 
Abdeol was engaged, in May, 
i810, to copy Persian writings 
for Sabat. He obtained a lodging 
onthe premises, without making 
Kpown his wishes. Here he had 


many opportunities of obtaining 
the information which he desired, 
particularly by inquiring of the 
native Christian children the sub. 
jects of the lessons which they had 
learned in school; and, by this 
mode, he was enabled to gain some 
insight into Divine truth. 

When Mr. Martyn had finished 
his translation of the New-Testa. 
ment into Hindoostanee, the book 
was given Abdool to bind. This 
he considered as a fine opportuni- 
ty, nor did he Iet it slip. On read- 
ing the word of God, he discover- 
ed his state, and perceived  there- 
in a true description of his own 
heart. He soon decided in favour 
of the Christian Religion ; but still 
concealed what was passing within 
him, tit] Mr. Martyn being about 
to jeave Cawnpore, on account of 
his health, Abdool could no longer 
refrain from asking his advice with 
respect to his future conduct, ear. 
nestly desiring, at the same time, 
tobe baptized. It was agreed that 
he should go down to Calcutta with 
Sabat and Mr. Martyn, from 
whom he received a solemn warn- 
ing of the danger of a false profes- 


sion. During the short period of 


Mr. Martyn’s stay at Calcutta, he 
was not entirely convinced of this 
man’s real change of heart ; re- 
commending him, therefore, to the 
notice of the late Rev. David 
Brown, he departed without. grati- 
fying Abdool’s wish for baptism. 
After five months’ further delay, 
Mr. Brown, having observed his 


conduct, and being satisfied with, 


it, baptized him in the Old Church, 
on Whitsunday, 1811. 
On this occasion Mr. Brown 
wrote to a friend: *« On Sunday 
last, I publicly baptized Shekh Sa- 
lib, It was a most solemn and 
heart-affecting occasion. Private 
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notice Was given, that it would be 
in the afternoon. Good people of 
all ranks attended ; and, in the 
evening, J preached on the sub- 
iect. ‘Lhis has made a very seri- 
ous impression at Calcutta. I have 
had great satisfaction in the event. 
The circumstances of his case 
were remarkable. May we every 
Whit Sunday witness similar won- 
ders of grace! I made a full in- 
vestigation, and was thoroughly 
satisfied with the Shekh’s account 
of his conversion. His Christian 
name is Abdoel Messee, * Servant 
of Christ,” a particular circum- 
stance leading te the selection of 
that name.” 

From this period, he was notic- 
ed by some of Mr. Brown’s con- 
gregation, and gained from their 
instruction a growing acquaint- 
ance with his ewn fallen state, and 
the remedy provided for it through 
the Saviour. Abdool himself ex- 
presses a decided persuasion that 
his baptism was attended with a 
peculiar blessing: although, be- 
fore that time, he had learned, in 
seneral, that he was a faHen and 
sinful creature, yet now he began 
to account himself in every respect 
a sinner, and his humility and cir- 
cumspection have been in propor- 
tion to his increasing knowledge 
of himself, together with his clear- 
er and more enlarged views of the 
Gospel. 

It has been his custom, of late, 
to preach on the Sabbath-days at 
the house eof M. De R. to a num- 
ber of poor native Christians and 
others, who assemble there week - 
!y for instruction. His method 


was to note down, at large, hints 
suggested by a friend; being un- 
acquainted, as he said, with the 
analogy of Scripture, and being 
ufraid to teach what he did not 
thoroughly 

these notes 


understand, From 
the writer of this 
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has heard him preach in a very 
feeling and forcible manner, to 
the evident conviction of his 


hearers. Of these, five Ma- 
hometans were so far impressed as 
to desire baptism, which, alter a 
probation apparently satislactory, 
was granted them, though their 
subsequent conduct has not an- 
swered the expectations that were 
formed at the time. From Whit 
Sunday, 1811, till last July, Ab- 
dool continued to reside in Catcut- 
ta. Much opposition he met with 
from the Mahometans, who made 
him many offers of money, &c. if 
he would renounce Christianity or 
leave the place. Twice, on frivo- 
lous pretences, ‘he was summoned 
before the British Magistrate, 
and discharged with costs. Under 
thesecircumstances, his teniper has 
appeared to great advantage, aud 
invariably such as one should have 
wished. ‘To put an end to these 
vexations, he was advised to re- 
move to Chinsurah in July, where 
his conversation and example pro- 
duced a good effect on many, es 

pecially ona Roman Catholic Por- 
tuguese, and the son of an Arme 

nian priest, who have both expres 

sed an intention of following him 
up the country, that they may en- 
joy his company and partake of his 
labours. So often have I been de- 
ceived by these people, that I al- 
most fear to speak decidedly of 
any of them: but I know, where 
the spirit of God vouchsafes 
to enlighten the mind and sanctifs 
the heart, the work will stand; 
and, judging from present appear- 
ances, I should be more disposed 
to fear for myseli than for Abdool. 
I keep a journal of his public Ja- 
hours, which, should it please God 
to bring us tothe end of our jour- 
ney, Twill send you. He has se- 
veral native children in the:beat 
with him, whom he teaches, acy 
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go along, to read, and to learn 
passages of the Scripture by heart ; 
and when the natives argue with 
him about caste, he sometimes asks 
the children if they remember any 
passage of Scripture in answer, 
which one or other of them usu- 
ally does, to the admiration of the 
poor ignorant people, He has 
composed many hymns to native 
measures, Which he sings with the 
Christian children and servants 
after we come to for the night; 
and often, during the darkness 
and stillness of the evening, he and 
his little church in the boat make 
these sandy plains and lonely 
wilds,echo with the Beloved Naine, 
1 often, in reference to these things, 
think on Isaiah xxxv. 1, 2. 
But let me be sober, and watch 
unto prayer, that He with whom 
is the residue of the Spirit would 
be pleased to perfect that which 
is lacking in us, and, for the gloxy 
of his own Name, bring forth Judg- 
ment unto victory. D.C. 
Dec. 17, 1812. 








British and Foreign Bible Society. 


Extracts of Curresponience 
From a respectable person in Iceland. 


«© The common people in Iceland 
are not behind those of the same 
description in Denmark, in regard 
to religious information. ‘Chis is 
owing. in the first place, to their 
great desire for reading and knowl- 
-dge in general ; secondly to their 
excellent religious exercises, which 
are held in every house from Mi- 
chaelmas to Easter, Among oth- 
er devotional books, the Bible, 
and particularly the New Testa- 
ment, is read before the family in 
every place where this precious 
book can be had. It is very la- 
mentable, however, that this is 
not now to be obtained, even for 
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money. When it happens to ap. 
pear at an auction, it sells at ay 
enormous price, Never will Ice. 
land forget her dear Stistrup, who, 
at his own expense, bought and 
sent to this place a great number 
of Bibles and New ‘Testaments, to 
be given away gratis. ‘lhis hag 
now ceased, however, for the space 
of 60 years and upwards, and the 
most of these Bibles are now worn 
out. I remember frequently to 
have heard the best farmers in the 
parish warmly contending which 
of them should have the loan o| 
the Bible which was sent to their 
parish for themselves and_ their 
children. The older edition of the 
Scriptures are not to be had at 
all. ‘Lhe printing press in the isl- 
and is no longer in order; we 
therefore cannot do any thing to 
supply this want ; and the com- 
mon people in Iceland will, with- 
in ten years, be entirely deprived 
of this blessed book, which is so 
dear and precious to them. 

«* You will see from this, my dear 
Sir, how infinitely obliged and 
thankful I and my countrymen 
shall be to the dear brethren who, 
of their benevolence, offer to fa- 
vour us with the New Testament 
in Icelandic. The number of cop- 
ies that would be necessary I will 
net take upon me to determine. 
Your letter, however, gives me 
occasion to mention that in Ice- 
land there are 305 parish churches, 
and about 47,000 inhabitants-”’ 


» Stonehouse, near 
Plymouth. 


From Capt. 





‘‘ It is impossible to give you 
an adequate description of the anx- 
iety that was manifested by the 
poor Spaniards to get possession 
of a ‘Testament ; many sought 
them with tears and earnest en- 


treaties ; and although I had near- 
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. 
ty enough for them all, yet it was 
with difficulty they were pacified, 
until they received from my hand 
the word of eternal life. Since 
which I have witnessed the most 
pleasing sight that ever my eyes 
beheld—nearly a thousand poor 
Spanish prisoners, sitting round 
the prison walls—reading the word 
of God with an apparent eager- 
ness that would have put many pro- 


fessing Christians to the blush !” 


Extract of an Address from the 
Funen Religious Society (in Den- 
mark) to the Members of the 
British and Foreign Bible Soci- 
ety. 


‘«‘ Be assured, dear Brethren, 
that every account of your faith- 
ful and unwearied diligence in pub- 
lishing the saving Gospel through 
any part of the world, excites us 
to cordial prayers for the Divine 
blessing upon all your laudable ex- 
ertions. We also return you our 
thanks for the encouragement you 
have given us, as well by word as 
by deed, to tread the same path 
as yourselves, and with the same 
alacrity. The New Testaments, 
designed for Iceland, which is the 
limit of our progress hitherto, 
have, as you are doubtless long 
ere this informed, been completed 
to the number of 5,000, and also 
sent to Iceland. We.have taken 
care that the distribution should 
be made in the best manner, and 
in various parts of the island. 
The consequence will be, that ev- 
ery poor family, and unquestion- 
ably every lover of the Divine 
Word, will be able to procure a 
copy. May our blessed Lord 


grant, that this distribution of the 
Divine Word may be salutary to 
many, and that multitudes may be 
guided by this divine light to life 
eternal ! 
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‘¢ We rejoice so much the more 
in this copious dispersion of the 
Divine Word, considering the size 
of the Island, because we have it 
upon indisputable reports, that not 
only the sacred Scriptures in the 
Icelandic language had become 
scarce, and could hardly be pur- 
chased at any price ; but also, what 
is of still greater -‘moment—that 
this most valuable of all books is 
highly esteemed by the com- 
mon people of Iceland, is also 
read and used, in preference to alf 
other religious books, in their do- 
mestic worship, by heads of fam- 
ilies, wherever a copy of it re- 
mains, 


From Gottenburgh. 


«¢ It must give you some pleas- 
ure to be informed that the Icelan- 
dic New Testament has escaped 
the flames. which had laid a great 
part of Copenhagen in ashes. This 
is more than I at one time expected. 
Two bombs entered the house, 
where those which were unbound 
are lying ; and the warehouse in 
which those were standing, which 
were to be sent off to the Bishop, 
was nearly burnt to the ground, 
that part only escaping where they 
were standing. In the confusion, 
some of the cases were carried off, 
and Mr. Boesen had not been a- 
ble to find one or two of them, in 
which there might be about fifty 
copies, at the time I came away ; 
but there is no doubt of their be- 
ing restored before this time.” 


From Calcutta. 


‘© When the proposal for trans- 
lations into fifteen languages was 
first circulated, the labourers were 
few in number, and confined to 
one small Society. They are now 
spread over all India; and Trans- 
lations are proceeding with good 
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effect under the management of a- 
ble scholars, who are duly quali- 
fied for the work. 

«This happy beginning could 
not have advanced beyond the 
threshold, without the fostering 
care of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, whose most season- 
able supplies animated the hopes 
and endeavours of all concerned 
in this desirable undertaking.” 


From the Rev. J. J.——, Berlin. 


‘«¢ Thanks and adoration be to 
the Great Shepherd and Bishop of 
our souls, that he has so gracious- 
ly directed the printing of the Bo- 
hemian Bible. It was only finish- 
ed on Michaelmas 1807, and yet 
60 anxiously has it been sought af- 
ter by the Bohemian and Silesian 
Protestants, that above 2,600 cop- 
ics have already been either sold 
or gratuitously distributed, and 
not quite 400 remain. Such a xap- 
id demand we did not expect, and 
now sincerely lament, that we did 
not print at least 4,000.” 


Translation of a Leticr from a Ro- 
man Catholic Clergyman in Ger- 
many. 

+ Blessed be God, at last we 
have a cheap Bible for the people 
of our persuasion. Notwithstand- 
ing the many difficulties, the print- 
ing of itis now happily complet- 
ed at Ratisbon, and several thou- 
sand coptes are now circulating in 
various Roman Catholic provin- 
ces of Germany. The two first 
editions (each comprehending sev- 
eral thousand copies) are already 
disposed of, and the third will soon 
Jeave the press. I myself distri- 
buted no less than 650 copies. In 
the Bishopric of Costanz, eight 
Ciergymen have publicly announc- 
ed the excellent Ratisbon Bible in- 
stitution, and most earnestly re- 
commended the reading of the Ho- 


* 
ly Scriptures. Immediately after 
their sermons, numbers applied : 
2000 copies were not sufficient to 
satisfy them all. Professor Sailer 
(a celebrated Doctor of Divinity, 
who, on account of his scriptural 
principles, is held in high estima- 
tion not only by Roman Catho- 
lics, but also Protestants) re- 
commended, in a sermon preaciied 
at Landshut, (which is a univer. 
sity in Bavaria,) this most excel- 
lent of all books; and he after- 
wards wrote : * The Bible is now 
read by students, by the people, 
and even by children.”” He also 
sent 600 copies to his friends in 
the Roman Catholic Cantons in 
Switzerland, and I did the same to 
mine in Austria, where to my cer- 
tain knowledge they have been 
most joyfully received and eager- 
ly read. Should God condescend 
to give us his blessing, for which 
thousands daily implore him, much 
good and edification may be ex- 
pected in our Roman Catholic 
countries. Assist us with your 
prayers, beloved friends and breth- 
ren, that our blessed Saviour may 
pour out his Hely Spirit upon all 
to whom we send this sacred vol- 
ume ; for what can the dead Jetter 
effect without the enlivening Spir- 
it ? If we make use of the means, 
God will not withhold his blessing. 
Oh that the earth might soon be 
filled with the knowledge of the 
Lord! But alas! still darkness 
covers the carth, and gross dark- 
ness the people. Misery and 
wretchedness abound ; mankind 


groan under the iron yoke of in- 


fidelity, yet they will notcome to 
themselves, they will not acknowl- 
edge the hand of the Lord, they 
will not smite on the breast, they 
will not repent, but multitudes 
seem to harden themselves, and 
to revolt against the scourge that 
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-hastises them. That the Lord to 
whom all power is given, in heav- 
en and on earth, will do every 
thing to bring back the children 
of men, for whoin he bled and di- 
ed, may be confidently expected. 
But when men despise his grace, 
and abuse his long-suffering, we 
must tremble lest he should re- 
move the candlestick to other na- 
tions.” 
Remark. 

Several Protestant Divines, it 
is said, have seen the edition cf 
the New ‘Testament printed by the 
Roman Catholic Bible Society in 
Ratisbon, and consider it a faith- 
ful translation from the original 
fareck. 





From Mrs. » Clifton. 


‘«‘ Having lately accompanied a 
friend who visited the Prison at 
Stapleton, for the purpose of dis- 
tributing a large number of French 
Testaments, furnished by your 
benevolent fund, L was informed 
of the following circumstance , 
Five of the French Prisoners tes- 
tified so strong a desire for hear- 
ing and reading the word of God, 
that they subscribed one half-pen- 
ny each, for the loan of a Testa- 
ment during twenty-four hours ; 
it was their usual custom for one 
of them to read, while the others 
listened, no doubt, with the most 
eager attention ; this circumstance 
of itself sufficiently shews the ex- 
cellence of your admirable Insti- 
tution.” 


From a Gentleman at Messina. 


‘© The distribution of the Italian 
Testaments has exceedcd my ex- 
pectations, from the pressing and 
anxious desires of all ranks of peo- 
ple to obtain them. I have had at 
my house, from the prince to the 
poor labourer, soliciting them ; 
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and have also received letters and 
messages from people of the first 
respectability in this place, beg- 
ging to be favoured with this ines- 
timable volume; in short, they 
have met with a most extensive 
circulation. 
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Moral Societies. 


A convention of Moral Societies, was 
holden at the Meeting-House, in Goshen, 
county of. Litchfield, on the 30th of May, 
1815, at 10 o’clock, A. M. pursuant to a cir- 
cular letter from a committee of the Moral 
Society in Goshen,for the purpose of promo- 
ting the more effectual execution of the 
laws respecting breaches of the Sabbath, 
and to suppress other immoralities ; & that, 
by a union in sentiment, and a concert in 
measures, the friends of order may be able, 
more effectually, to raise and support the 
standard of public morals. 

Delegates were present, in this conven- 
tion, from the Moral Societies in Litch- 
field, Goshen, Sharon, Salisbury, Corn- 
wall, Warren, Norih-Canaan, South-Ca- 
naan and South-Farms. i 

JULIUS DEMING, Esq. Chairman 
JAMES MORRIS, Esq. Clerk. 


The meeting was then opened with pray- 
er, by the Rev. David L. Perry ; afte: 
which, the following Resolutions were u- 
nanimously adopted : 


Resolved, That there be ‘a convention 
of Moral Societies in this vicinity, annu- 
ally holden in the several towns, by rote- 
tation, on the 4th Tuesday of June, at 10 
o’clock, A. M.; and that each Moral Soci- 
ety, in this vicinity, be invited to send 
not less than six delegates to this conven- 
tion, and that all members of Moral Socie- 
ties be invited to attend. 

Resolved, ‘That we consider it highly im- 
portant to prevent all unnecessary trave)- 
ling and labour on the Sabbath ; and in our 
several places, as civil officers, and pri- 
vate citizens, we will adopt, and pursve, 
all suitable measures, to cause the laws, 
which relate to the Sabbath, to be respect- 
ed; and we will strengthen and support 
each other, in accomplishing this object. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this con- 
vention, be given to informing officers and 
magistrates, who have been active and 


faithful in promoting a reformation of mor 
als, by a prompt e..ecution of the laws 
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Resolved, That we will unite our exer 
tions, toexecute the laws, respecting the 
retailing of ardent Spirits, and to suppress 
intemperance and profane swearing. 

At 2 o’clock, P. M. Rev. Lyman Beech- 
er, of Litchfield, preached an appropriate 
sermon, to a large and attentive audience, 
from Luke vii. ten first verses. The meet- 
ing was closed with prayer by Rev. Timo- 
thy Stone. 

JAMES MORRIS, Clerk. 


The Aunual Meeting of delegates from 
the different Moral Societies, in this vicini- 
ty, was holden at South-Canaan, June 25, 
1316. 

OLIVER BURNHAM, Esq. Ch’m. 
JAMES MORRIS, Esq. Clerk. 


The meeting was opened with prayer, 
by Rev. Peter Sierr. Rev. Joseph Harvey 
being out of bealth, and unable to preach 
pursuant to his appointment; the Rev. 
Amos Pettengill, of South Farms, preach- 
ed a sermon for Prov. xxviii. 4. **They that 
forsake the law, praise the wicked; but 
such as keep the law, contend with them.” 


The preacher clearly proved that we are. 


sacredly bound to contend with the wick- 
ed, to check and restrain them as we 
have oppportunity ; especially the profane, 
the intemperate, the gambler and sabbath 
breaker, as they are corrupting society by 
their vices, and undermining the founda- 
tion of allour civil and religious privile- 
ges. After which the following Resolu- 
tions were adopted : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this con- 
vention be given to the Rev. Mr. Petten- 
gill, for his sermon this day. 

Resolved, That the several l:oral Socie- 
ties in connection with this convention, be 
Fequesied to pay particular attention to 
the case of any intemperate persons who 
wiay live within their limits, and that 
the law respecting such persons, be exe- 
ented, and the result of such efforts be 
reported particularly to this convention, at 
their next annual meeting, 

Resolved, That the following persons be 
a Committee of Arangements for the year 
ensuing; and that they meet at Cornwall 
om the Gl Tuesday of November next : 
Rev. Lyman Beacher, Uriel Holmes, Esq. 
Kev. Joseph Harvey, Theodore North, Esq. 
Rev. David L. Perry, Deae. Isaac Cham- 
berlainy KE. Whittlesey, Esq. Deac. Gideon 
Smith, Gen. John Sedgwick, Rev. Mr. 
Stone, Rev. Peter Starr, John Talmadge, 
Esq. Doct. Thomas Huntington, Rev. Mr. 
Cowles, Rey. Charles Prentice, John 
Hurlbert, Esq. James Morris, Esq. Rev. 
Amos Petiengill, Rev. A. Giilet, Deac. 
Abel Hinsdale, Rev. Asa Blair, Julius 
Caswell, Esq. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to each 
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Moral Society to use ils influence to form 
a Tract Society. 

Resolved, That the Rev. Joseph Harvey 
preach a sermon the atnext annual meet. 
ing, and that tev. David L. Perry be his 
substitute. - 

Resolved, That the next annual meeting be 
holden at the Meeting-house’ in Warren, 
on the 4th Tuesday of June, 1817. 

Resolved, That the doings of this conven. 
tion, be sent to the Religious Iniellizen- 
cer, and to the Connecticut Courant for 
publication. 

JAMES MORRIS, Clerk. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 
To the Editor af the Religious Inéelligencer. 


S1R—Having seen a few numbers of the 
Religious Intelligencer, 1 was immediately 
struck with the pleasing information given 
respecting the astonishing diffusion of Gos- 
pel light, through the means of Missionary 
and Bible Societies. Every bosom must 
be warmed with an unusual glow of sincere 
gratitude to the great Father of the Uni- 
verse, while such prospects are exhibited. 
Every heart, susceptible of sublime emo- 
tions, must exult with holy triumph, while 
they view the rising glories of the Messi- 
ah’s Kingdom. 

How many are now uniting their efforts in 
proclaiming to the world * glad tidings of 
great joy’! A motto worthy indeed to be 
written on the standard of the Cross, and 
proclaimed both by seraphs and by men— 
worthy to be sung in softest strains of 
melody, and echoed in glad anthems thro’ 
the world, It is calculated to awaken the 
attention of the world, and call forth those 
powers of the bufian mind which have been 
so long enchained by ignorance, and envi- 
roned with wretchedness and woe. To 
them the Herald of the Lord Jesus comes, 
crying with holy raptures, ** Behold L bring 
you glad tidings of great joy.” Nor is it 
proclaimed in vain; for thousands hear it 
with gladness, and receive with gratitude, 
the truths of the everlasting Gospel. Does 
not the heart of every real Christian re- 
joice to see the combined efforts of almost 
every sect and denomination, aiding and 
assisting this glorious work? The distine- 
tion of parties seems to be forgotten, and 
sectarianism is piously sacrificed on the 
altar of love and good will to all mankind. 
Ali with one accord heartily engage in 
disseminating Gospel light, and in promot- 
ing the Redeemer’s cause among all na- 
tions, kindreds, tongues and people, 

We rejoice, not only to hear of the suc- 
cess of the Gospel in distant lands, but it 
is no less aconsolation, to know that the 
interests of the Kingdom of Christ is pre- 
vailing in our own borders. 
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[ presume you will take an interest in 
communicating, through the medium of the 
Religious inielligencer, a detailed account 
of the progress of religion in any part ot 
the United States. Under this impression, 
jtake the liberty of transmitting to you a 
brief account of a revival of religion in 
Norfolk and its vicinity in the state of Vir- 
gina. 
~ For some time past, a great interest has 
been manifested in the minds of ihe people 
of Norfolk, on the important subject of re- 
(izion. This terest was exciied by the 
faihful ard zealous labours ef Minisiers, 
of difievent denominations, who dispensed 
the word of lile ia power, and in de:aonstra- 
tion of the Spirit. heir faithtul exertions 
kave been crowne:t with abundant success. 
fhrough the preaching of the Gosyel, ma- 
ay have been tarued from darkness to light. 
blany who bad devoted much of their time 
io gaiety and pleasure, bevame auxious a- 
bout the salvation of their souls. 

itwaschiefly amoggzst the young that 
this concern was most manifested. Many 
whe were in the morning of life, and every 

hing within their grasp to afford indal- 
cence in the common amusements of the 
day; Whose delight had beea in gay cireles 
aud canvivial pariies, now became Kumble 
seekers atthe feet of Jesns and soon, from 
\ firm assurance of bis mercy, were bold to 
declare their hope of justification through 
his atoning blood. 

in Norfolk, there were thirty added to 
‘the Methodist church in the space of a week 
or two. ka Portsmou-h, there was a con- 
sicerable ingathering of precious souls. 
Likewise, in the vicinities of Norfolk and 
Portsmouth, there were more than one 
hundred who were made the hopeful sub- 

jects of pardoning mercy. It may be truly 
said, that the Lord’s arm is made bare in 
the awakening and conversion of souls. 

Old believers greatly rejoice in this Di- 
vine visitation. ‘Lhey are gratefal for the 
favours shown them, and are looking for- 
ward in full expectation of greater displays 
of saving grace. 

O, may the triumphs of thesCross become 
universal! M. T. 

June 26, 1816. 


In page 71, the Editor gave a short sketch 
of a revival of religion in the Academy 
in Hancock county, in Georgia. ‘the 
tollowing extraet ofa letter from a gen- 
ileman who had two Children placed at 
the Academy, and who was a witness of 

. the work, will interest our readers. 


Mr. Beman (the Preceptor) was absent 
On a visit to a sick friend in Augusta, and 
there was nothing special when he left 
home. Mrs. B. says she was rather in a 
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cold frame of mind hersclf. She ali at once 
observed an uncommon seriousness in the 
countenances of some of the little girlss 
with traces of weeping ard mourning ; she 
enquired into the cause, but could get no- 
thing out of them ter some time. “he in- 
sisted on knowing what was the matter, 
and found two or three of them were 
in such deep concern for the state of 
their souls, that they had gone out to pray 
in secret-to the Lord. ‘This Spirit was soon 
communicated to others, until the whole of 
the female school, about forty in number, 
were brought under deep convictions. In 
sis siate of things Mr.Beman returned and 
brought his sick friend with him; this 
friend was Gen.S. of Vermont, who com- 
manded the Vermont troops at the battle of 
Piatisburg. He was in a consumption, and 
last fall was prevailed upon to travel, very 
much against his will, He says he had no 
ie of coming southwardly, but was 
led on trom place to place contrary to his 
wishes and intentions, until he was finally 
brought amongst these dear children when 
they were thus exercised in mind. He is 
upwards of fifiy years of age, and has al- 
ways been esteemed a champion of firm- 
ness. He had entrenched himself, as he 
thought, in the strong holds of morality, dis 
revarding the gospel and its calls. The 
Spirit of the Lord, however, at this time, 
and this place, reached his heart, melted 
him down, disarmed his boasted firmness, 
levelled his moral fortifications, and con- 
Sirained him to receive the kingdom of 
heaven asa little child. There were about 
70 boys and young men, nearly one third 
of whom were made anxiously to enquire 
‘¢ What must we do to be saved?” Oh the 
riches of redeeming love, the triumphs o! 
Almighty grace !— ihe teacher in the Eng- 
lish department, a young man of talents, 
who never regarded these things before, 
was also made to cry outfor merey. He and 
Gen.§. together with about fifteen of the 
pupils, have been hopefully converted— 
and many others are now under deep con- 
Victions. 

Nor is the work confined to the academy 
—itis likewise spreading in the neighbour- 
hood. Those children who are under the 
influence of the Spirit, are continually ex- 
horting those who are careless, to flee 
from the wrath to come, and seek an inte- 
rest in the blessed Jesus. I know you will 
enter warmly into my feelings, when I tell 
you that my dear Charles is among the 
number. Bless the Lord, oh my soul, and 
forget notall his benefits. I have seldom 
heard a more plain, simple and satisfactory 
experience than his--and am happy to add, 
this is very much the case with all of them. 
They have been bowed down under a deep 
sense of guilt, driven to Christ for mercy, 
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and have received pardon and peace thro’ 
the application of the blood of the adorable 
Redeemer. Thus are the oid and young 
brought in together—the hairs which were 
blossoming for the gcave, the beardless and 
even babes and suckliags, have here had 
their second birth, and have together uni- 
ted to perfect praise in whe fear of the 
Lord. LIspent two nights and a day wiih 
these new heaven-born souls, and found it 
truly pleasant to be amongst them. They 
have indeed a little peutacostal season! 
The dear litile children ate speaking with 
new tongues, and in a new lauguage— 
Blessed be God, sceptics and gain-sayers 
cannot say this isthe frighiened imag na- 
tion of poor, timid children, for their ages 
sre from eleven to upwards of fifty; and 
there was no earthquake, uo thunier, no 
lightning, no alarming dispensation of 
Providence, all was calm and serene.— 
Here, then, it must be confessedgjs the 
mighty power of God, the glorious Bicacy 
of sovereign grace. To God then be all the 
praise and glory. 


Mr. Whiting, 


Srr—Your circular to the cler- 
ty, &c. I have received ; and trans- 
mit you the following account of 
the Church of Christ in Saybrook. 
We have no existing records, which 
carry us back further than 1646 ; 
butcurrent traditioninforms us,that 
there was a small church, as early 
as the first setilement of the town, 
in 16386. Col. Fenwick, the agent 
under Lords Say and Brooke, came 
over to this place, in the year 
1636, with a number of persons, 
and settled in the fort which had 
here been previously built for their 
reception. Inthis number were se- 
veral members of the Christian 
church; and their first minister 
was Rev. Mr. Peters, who was call- 
ed Col. Fenwick’s Chaplain. 

Rev. James Fitch was ordained 
over this church 1646. He removed 
to Norwich 1660, with the greatest 
part of the church and people. Rev. 
Thomas Buckingham was ordained 
Feb. 5th, 1670, and died April Ist, 
1709. Rey. Azariah Mather was 
erdained November 22d, 1710, and 
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dismissed in 1752, and died Feb. 
roary 11th, 1737. Rev. Willian 
Hart was ordained November 17th, 
1736, and died July 11th, 1794, 
Rev. Prederick Wim. Hotchkiss 
was ordained as colleague pastoy 
with Rev. Wm. Hart, Septembey 
24th, 1783, and is still living ix 
the ministry over this church. 

We have no church records that 
give us an account of the numbers 
admitted in Rey. Mr. Fitch’s min- 
witry, or the succeeding one. | 
find the number of members living 
at the deathof Rev. Nr. Bucking. 
liam to be forty-eight. In Rey, 
Mr. Hart’s ministry there were 
176 admitted, of whom 67 were 
living at the time of his decease, 
Thirty-one of them were males, 
Since my ordination, there hav 
been admitted $09—males 112. 

The present number of commu- 
nicants is 196, of whom 72 are 
males. 

Thereare 155 families, and 838 
souls, within cur parocbial limits. 

The first and only remarkable 
revival of religion, since the form- 
ation of a church in this place, was 
in the fall.of 1809, which progres- 
sed til the summer of 18103 in 
consequence of which 99 members 
were added to the church, before 
the close of 1811. 

Previous to this, the church was 
generally Armenian in principle ; 
and in practice, lukewarm, and in- 
different. No gross immoralities 
prevailed, but a visible regard to 
moral conduct and religious order 
on the Sabbath. 


‘Lhe revival was apparently oc- 


casioned by the anterior existence 
of a remarkable work of grace, 
among a people m this vicinity. 
which induced a spirit of General! 
inquiry. 

The attention of the people was 
quickly arrested, and the progres* 
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of the work so rapid that there 
were but few instances of awaken- 
ing after three months from the 
commencement ; but the attention 
of the people was raised, and unu- 
sually maintained, for more than 
two years ; and religious meetings 
on week days welt observed. 

We have monthly communion 
Sabbaths, except in the winter sea- 
son. It is on such Sabbaths that 
new members are admitted; and 
the highest number admitted, at 
any one time, was thirty-six. 

I know of no conversions more 
remarkable than can usually be 
mentioned in seasons of great re- 
vival: but there have been several 
astonishing changes of moral cha- 
racter from gross immorality to 
fervent piety. 

We have never had such acharac- 
ter as an open infidel living in the 
placeto my knowledge: neither have 
we any open universalist, or unita- 
rian. Wehave uniformly had but 
one house of worship, and no sec- 
arian meetings are, to my know- 
ledge, ever holden within our pa- 
rochial limits, at this time. 

‘That there is now, and has been 
for two or three years past, a de- 
cline in religion, is too manifest ; 
but [ do not know any cause except 
the natural propensity of the hu- 
iman heart. Yet some individuals 
ave deeply impressed, and the Sab- 
bath worship is decently respected. 

The present number of commu- 
nicants are 196. Of this number 
118 have been added since the re- 
vival. Some of them are from the 


most respectable class ; and, chief- 
ly, they are from that class who 
have been religiously educated and 
taught the catechism from their 
childhood. 
Frep. Wm. Horcnkiss. 
Say Brook, June 11, 1816. 
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Ata Meeting of the Board of Mana- 
gers of the American Tible So- 
ciety, convened in the City-Hall, 


New-York, on the 15th July, 
1816. 
Gen. MATTRE CLARKSON, 


Vice President, in The Chair. 

Resolved, That this Board will 
proceed without delay to carry in- 
to execution the ereat object con- 
templated by the Convention which 
formed the Society, viz.—** to fur- 
nish great districts of the Amer- 
ican Continent with weil executed 
Stercoty pe plates, for the cheap 
and extensive diffusion of the 
Scriptures, through regions which 
are now scantily supplied, at a 
discouraging expense :*? and that 
in order to facilitate the accom- 
piishment of this tinportant but 
expensive object, the Board will 
not, at prescut, appropriate any 
part of their fands, to the pur- 
chase of Bibles for immediate ig- 
tribution, 

Resolved, That the Bible Soti- 
etics throughout the Union, as 
well as Individuals, are respect- 
fully and earnestly solicited, to 
aid the Board in the prosecution of 
this arduous undertaking, by pe- 
cuniary contributions. 

By order of the Board, 

JOHN B. ROMEYN, Sec’ry 
for Domestic Correspondence 





Ordinations. 


On the 26th of June, the Rev. Joy 
Hamlet Fairchild, was ordained to the pas- 
toral care of the first Church and Soci- 
ety of East-Hartford. Rev. ‘Thomas Rob 
bins made the introductory prayer; Rev. 
Alfred Eby preached the sermon from Acts 
xx. 24; Rev. Nathan Perkins, D. D. 
made the consecrating prayer; Rev. Abel 
Flint gave the charge ; Rev. Elisha Cooke 
gave the right hand of fellowship ; and 
Rev. Prince Hawes mace the concluding 
Prayer. 

On the 26th of June, the Rev. Roya 
Robbins, was ordained to the work of the 
Gospel Ministery. as cplleague pastor with 








: 
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the Rev. Benoni Upson, over the first 
Church and Society in Berlin. Rev. Eras- 
tus Ripley made the introductory Prayer ; 
Rev. Caleb I. Tenny preached from ist 
Timothy, iii. 1; Rev. Calvin Chapin made 
the consecrating Prayer; Rev. Benoni 
Upson gave the charge; Rev. Joshua 
Williams gave the right band of fellowship 
and Rev. Joab Brace made the concluding 
prayer. : 

On Wednesday the 3d inst. the Rev. E- 
ber L. Clark was installed in the pastoral 
charge of the church and society in Gran- 
by, Turkey-Hiils. The Rev. Mr. Bartlett, 
of East-Windsor, mace the introductory 
prayer; Rev. Mr. Shephard of Lenox, 
(Ms.) preached the sermon, from Acts xx. 
24; Rey. Dr. Perkins of West-Hartford, 
made the installation prayer; kev. Mr. 
diay of Suffield gave the charge; Rev. 
Mr. Porter of Grandby, gave the right- 
hand of fellowship; Rev. Mr. M’Lean, of 
Simsbury, made the concluding prayer. 
Vhe Overseers of Newgate were present 
onthe occasion. Mr. Clark is employed 
by them, forthe present year, to perform 
one half of his ministerial labors at the 
prison. And if the General Assembly see 
tit io continue the liberal provision which 
ihey have made for two years past, he will 
probably be employed as a stated Chapigin 
io that important institution. 





Expostulation of a Christian Hot- 
tentot. 


May her words long vibrate on 
our ears, and influence eur hearts ! 
In broken English she thus ex- 
pressed herself :-—** What pity ’tis, 
what pity ’tis, that you have so 
many years got that heavenly 
bread, and hold it for yourselv®s, 
not to give one little bit, one crumb, 
to poor Heathen! There are so 
many millions of Heathen, and you 
have so much bread; and you 
could depend upon, you should not 
have less, because you gave; but 
that Lord Jesus would give his 
blessing, and you should have 
more. You may not think, when 


you do semething for poor Hea- 
then, you shall have less for your- 
selves :—that contrary ; Lord Je- 
sus fountain always full ; thousand 
after thousand could be helped : 
He always same, yesterday, to- 
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day and for ever. The more we 
do for others, the more we shal] 
be blessed,—the more we shal] 
have for our own soul. I thank 
every individual to do something 
for Missionary Work, or that pray 
for it. 1 thank people who help ; 
but may say, same time, Lord 
bring Hottentot here to shew, that 
he will bless means, save sinner, 
And now I hope and trust every 
man will go on to spread the Gos. 
pel. As Lord Jesus so good, wear 
crown of prickles for us, for our 
sins, let us work more and more 
in dust at his feet, to put on his 
head crown of glory. O! when 
you know in what situation Hot- 
tentot were, then you will have 
more compassion for them 3 and 
when you see wherefore God give 
such great plenty here, that you- 
might give to other poor creature 
—help and assist them. I thank 
English Nation, that sent Mission- 
ary to us; but that they may not 
neglect, but go on; because Lord 
open door, and so many thousands 
know not the Lord Jesus : we pray 
for them, and do all we can to 
help Missionary Society, and we 
shall see the Lord bless it. I go 
to far land, and shall never sce 
this people more in this world ; so 
people of God farewell. T shall 
meet you again before the Throne 
of Glory. And people that know 
not God, L admonish them to come 


to Jesus: then we shall all meet>- 


at right hand of God. Last 
thing I say, O pray for poor Hea- 
then ! 
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